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Editorial :   

Another year is coming to a close but with steady progress on improvements to the flying field. A little 

extra dirt on the strip to fill in the odd holes and a very usable road to get our models down into the pit area.  

I personally am delighted to have the strip so close and am grateful for what the Highbrook Trust Board has 

been able to do to make it easier to use. As ever, it is our collective dream that in the future our city fathers 

will be able to have the vision to make it a permanent fixture for RC Flyers in Auckland.  

 

Thanks to all those who kept in touch by way of phone or email whilst Rosemary and I were recovering 

from our kidney exchange. It has been an incredible journey but I am pleased to report both of us are now 

on the road to recovery and looking forward to "normal" life once more. Catch up at the Christmas do. 

(Refer to the Upcoming Events, page 21) 

 

 Merry Christmas to all and safe journeys. 

 

Tony Vaughan. 

Co Editors:  Antony Wright and Tony Vaughan 
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ROSKILL MODELLERS CLUB ( INC) 

PO BOX  27 041 

MT ROSKILL  

 
 

Your Committee for 2011:  
 

President:                         Tony Hales-Owen                                 626 3104          tonyho@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary/Membership:    Ken Buckley                                         625 4311          kenbuckley@clear.net.nz 

Treasurer:                         Ken Buckley                                         625 4311          kenbuckley@clear.net.nz 

                       

Club Captain:                  Antony Wright  (mode 1 instructor)    021 658596        antw@ignitearchitects.com 

 

Paul Murray                    (mode 1 instructor)                               622 2115                

Tony Vaughan                                                                               622 0926           a.vaughan@xtra.co.nz 

Terry  Willis 

Dennis  Campbell 

 

 

                                                                                
DISCLAIMER  
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are purely those of the authors and are not necessarily 

those of the Roskill Modellers Club. 
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Register of Model Flying Instructors:  

Instructors are available to Roskill Modellers Club members by arrangement.  

Please contact an Instructor to make a convenient time. 

The club has two trainers which can be used to teach you to  

fly RC and gain your wings, both on buddy boxes.  

Mode One; 

Paul Murray  ( has a club trainer )  622 2115 

John Webber 817 5111 

Jock Clark 021 956 252 

John Dykes 626 5048 

Antony Wright  ( has a club trainer )  021 658 596 

Mode Two; 

A Visser 626 0166 

Helicoptors; 

Fernando Lopez 021 1732031  

Brent Love 021322254  
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Safety Notice:  

No model flyer plans to have an accident whilst enjoying their hobby and fortunately accidents are few and 

far between. However, they do happen and so it is proper that all of us, as responsible active individuals, to 

prepare ourselves just in case.   

To ensure there is no mystery about where to take a colleague for medical help whilst at Highbrook  

Airfield, we include a location map of the Accident and Emergency clinic that is closest to our park.   

 

The clinic (Radius Medical) is open seven days a week from 0700 - 2200hrs and is about ten mins. drive 

away. So don`t delay in taking a fellow flyer there if need be. Please take note of this address as it`s better 

to have it, and not need it, than the opposite scenario.  Load it onto your cellphone as you read this. 

 

 

 

Of course, if the situation is considered serious enough,  phone for an Ambulance on Ph 111.    

 

This is the very reason the safety rules of flying at Highbrook Airfield requires at least two people on 

site outside of club hours. 
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From the Presidentôs pen:   

 

well, I think that we have had one of the wettest winters that I can recall and the flying field has at 

times been almost un-flyable. It was so bad that on one occasion I had to hose my plane down! 

The road down certainly made a difference but the drainage couldnôt cope with that much rain .The 

Highbrook Trust has promised to take another look at the problem so we will just have wait and see. 

In the past few weeks the weather has improved and many thanks to those who turned up for the working 

bee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          ñJohn getting stuck inò 

 

The remaining soil was spread over the worst bare areas and grass has been sown but I think we will have 

limited success with the dip on the Northern side of the strip as this appears to be a natural soak hole. But 

óHeyò Summer is coming and the mowing is becoming easier. 

 

You may recall that Mike Hawkins donated a number of models to the club and these were sold and the 

committee decided to put the proceeds to promote the training aspect of the club. 

Two EP Cessna trainers have been purchased complete with two sets of batteries and appropriate  

hardware. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            ñThey look like full size trainersò 

 

These will be in the care of Paul and Antony and both have full transmitter and buddy box systems .These 

models are easy to fly and will be ideal for those new members who wish to take up the hobby. 

 

As you may be aware, the club has a container stored at Wiri and currently we pay no storage costs .This 

is because of the generosity of my ex employer .The main reason we have kept it was that the chance we 

could have relocated it to Highbrook, this now looks as if it will never happen.  
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From the Presidentôs pen cont:   

 

 

 

Whilst it appears this arrangement is safe at the moment it could change at short notice. A decision has 

been made to cull the contents of the container and basically just retain the mower and BBQ. If we could 

find permanent homes for these we could also sell the container. Any Ideas anyone? 

 

The date for the Open Day has now been set for Sunday the12th February. This is a no fly day for PMAC 

and ads are to appear on the next two issues of Flyers World. See the last page of this news letter for the  

Poster. If any one wants a pdf copy to send around, please email Antony at antw@ignitearchitects.com.  

 

 

Talking of which the committee would appreciate any members to volunteer for O/D duties on Saturday 

or Sunday? 

 

Last but not least , Tony Vaughn recently underwent a kidney transplant, the donor being his wife . I am 

sure you will all join with me in wishing them a speedy recovery. 

Tonyôs email if you want to send him a message is,  a.vaughan@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

So enjoy the summers flying and fly safe. 

  

Tony 

 

PS -  The  Roskill Modellers Club óXmas lunchô is on again, see the coming events page at the rear. 

 

ñTony Chimpmunk is back flying againò 
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The Club Captainôs Report:   

Well it has been a while since the last Newsletter and a lot of flying has been going on down at the 

Field. Firstly all of us getting over the wet winter and now into spring with the grass getting shorter and 

the ground firming up. 

 

It is good to see all the different types of model being flown at Highbrook,  whether they are the same 

old ones from last year or that new winter project up for its maiden. Refer to the general flying photos. 

 

With all the activity at Highbrook we must again be reminded about the issue of safety and also the  

flying rules while on the flight line. Please talk to each other and let everyone know what you are doing. 

Where possible have an observer with you when you are flying to report on any goings on around you. 

There has been a few issues with the mowing lately, so please NO FLYING when the field or the outer 

area are being cut. We have to keep on the good side of the Highbrook Trust who own the park and we 

donôt want any issues. 

 

On a different note, on the Friday morning of labour weekend I loaded up the car with as many electrics 

as I could fit in and headed for Hasting/Napier for the Hawkesbay Radio Flyers electric event over the 

long weekend. See the photo below.  

My father was up from Christchurch at the time and jointed me on the road trip. The Saturday was taken 

up with the speed event (the shortest time between two points, 200 meters apart).  The fastest time was 

approx. 230 kph. I attempted a run with my striker with a 4 cell lipo in it and may have got to about 80 

kph, that was when it wasnôt bouncing off the ground. Sunday was a bit windy, but I still managed some 

flights on the great flying site there.  

 

As always pictures say a thousand words, so we have tried to put a few in this Newsletter. See you all 

down on the flight line. 

 

Merry Xmas to you all. 
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Email  Inbox:   

 

Dear Ken and Tony, 

 

On my recent visit to the States I was able to get to Top Gun in Lakeland on the Friday. 

 

Those concerned bout ARTF's taking over our hobby would be glad to see the masterpieces displayed here. 

However, it was my impression that there were not so many models as last year and less of the really exotic 

types. 

 

I do not have builder's names or details but all  the types are pretty recognisable. 

 

The standard of flying, off a mown grass runway was as high as ever,although the wind, as ever, was nor-

mal to the runway. The WW 1 types landed across the runway and the jets were just not bothered. 

 

We had few model shops and stalls which helped me to stay within my baggage weight limits. 

 

Enjoy, 

 

Yours, 

Mike. 

Mike Hawkins - Thailand 
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Email  Inbox:   Ralph McCleery 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Saturday November 19th 2011 
 

 

North Shore, Auckland NZ: A local surgeon at 10:00 hrs. successfully performed open-body surgery on a 

GWS F15 EPO EDF Jet. 

 

This beloved model suffered a catastrophic motor failure (broken  

shaft)  to its starboard fan unit during the 2011 winter park-fly season.  

The owner was devastated by this incident and signed up immediately  

to the Hobby King donor's watch list as this plane is a favourite and  

  doesn't deserve to be shelved. 

 

  A few weeks ago donor motors  

  became available and were sent  

  urgently so this transplant could go 

  ahead. It's not surprising that these  

  original motors (Turnigy HXT 2445- 

  2900) suffered this failure as they  

  have a 2mm shaft. Most modellers are of the opinion that a  

minimum 3mm shaft is needed like the donor motors (S2445-3200). 

 

The surgeon allowed us to view the operation and here is how it went: 

 

Measuring to make sure the surgical cuts were either side of the EDF  

units a very sharp hobby knife was used to cut out the bottom as shown.  

Note the cross cuts are square and the side cuts are on an angle. This is to assist 

in stitching up the patient after surgery. 

 

The new motors connections were soldered  

directly (as were the originals) to the ESC  

outputs and tested for direction. Heat shrink is used to insulate the wire  

joints. 

 

Next the surgeon test fits the EDF units and then uses double  

sided tape to stick them back in place. 

 

Now it's time to stitch up the wound. Using double sided tape again on  

the outer angled cuts the opening is closed.  

 

As the model is a hand launch and belly landed a layer of  

white gaff tape is used to give an easy clean smooth  

surface to the bottom of the model. It also acts to cover up  

the scar this operation caused. 

 

The surgeon is quoted as saying ñThe operation looks to  

be a complete success and the patient should make an full  

and complete recovery!ò 
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For sale; 

 

Models for sale. 

 

From Paul Murray. 

 

For sale, 4 models. 
. 

Reasons, lack of room and too many models. 

 

Reasonable offers accepted on all of these models for sale. Phone Paul on 622 2115. 

 

 

1ï Wildcat 76ò wingspan, flaps, air retracts , 25cc Super Tiger and all servos (8). 

     A real good flyer. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2ï 1/5 scale Christan Husky  2 metre wingspan, with ASP 91 and fitted flaps. Flies well. 
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For sale; 

 

Models for sale cont. 

 

From Paul Murray. 

 

 

3ï D H  Mosquito 48ò wingspan, 2 x 600 brushed motors. Flies well needs minor repair.. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4ï 2 & 1/2 metre wingspan electric glide, needs finishing, unflown. 
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For sale; 

 

Models for sale cont. 

 

   

Hi there, 

 

I have a Great Planes PT-40 for sale with an OS FS-52s 4-stroke engine and Jline radio gear. This aircraft 

was constructed by Hobby City staff, had its engine run once, sat untouched for a few years, then finally 

rechecked over, tweaked and flown on it's maiden flight recently at Highbrook with your RMC instructor 

John Webber recently. Since then it has not been flown again and is now for sale. 

 

If any of you are interested, or know someone else who may be, please have a look at the Trademe auction 

for the aircraft that I have listed: http://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/Listing.aspx?id=424067408 

 

Many thanks, 

Andrew Underwood 

http://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/Listing.aspx?id=424067408
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Club Night:   17-08-11 

Ken gave a talk on his trip to Aus for the F3D World Pylon Championships held at Bundabergand  

in August..  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               ̀ This is what these fast planes look like, piston powered, speeds exceeding 350 kph.ô 

 

We also had a show and tell of new models and some under construction. 
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Photo  Gallery:   General weekend flying ð Late May 
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Photo  Gallery:   General weekend flying ð June  
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Photo  Gallery:   General weekend flying -  June 
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Photo  Gallery:   General weekend flying - July 
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Photo  Gallery:   General weekend flying -  August 
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Photo  Gallery:   General weekend flying - August 
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Photo  Gallery:   General weekend flying - September 


